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-- WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE JAKE EPP LIBRARY IS LOCATED ON THE LAND OF TREATY 1 TERRITORY, THE
TRADITIONAL LANDS OF THE ANISHINAABE, AND THE HOMELAND OF THE METIS PEOPLE. IN THE SPIRIT OF
TRUTH, RECONCILIATION AND COLLABORATION, WE RESPECT THE SPIRIT AND INTENT OF TREATIES AND

TREATY MAKING AND WE HONOUR OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH FIRST NATIONS, INUIT AND METIS PEQPLE.
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A YEAR IN REVIEW

BLIND DATE WITH A
BOOK

RECIEVED SHIPFMENT OF
COVID RAPID TESTS TO
DISPURSE

SUMMER READING
PROGRATMS

FIONEER DAYS

PARADE FLOAT

NANOWRIFO

SANTA AT THE LIBRARY!

SUIMIMER PROGRAIS:

TOTAL REGISTRANTS: 338

AVERAGE CLASS SIZE: 16 CHILDREN

ACTIVE IMEMBERSHIPS

3790

NEW IMETBERSHIPS

744

TOTAL CIRCULATION:

244 431

WEBSITE VISITS

31,474

MOST POPULAR SUMMER CLASSES: ART, THEATRE, CREATIVE BUILDING,
DRAWING, BOOK CLUB AND BOARD GAMES




CARDHOLDERS: eLIBRARY LOANS:
20,132 42,884
INTERLIRARY LOANS: COrMPUTER BOOKINGS:
LENDING 802 1 a 8 8
BORROWING 735
FINANCES:
IHGOMEIREUE NUE:
CITY OF STEINBACH: 319,000 LIBRARY-GENERATED: 72,690
PROVINCE OF MB: 167,815
MISC.GRANTS: 40,000 TOTAL REVENUE: 599,505
EXPENDITURES:
ACQUISITIONS: 40,050 PROGRAM SUPPLIES: 5205
COMPUTER & PHONE RENT: 140,000
EXPENSES: 8165 BUILDING MAINTENACE: 4985
CONTRACT MAINTENANCE: BANK FEES: 2345
18,360 WAGES & BENEFITS: 358,000
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT: 2195
LIBRARY/OFFICE SUPPLIES: TOTALEXPENSES: 599,505
20,200
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-
A WORD FROIM OUR LIBRARY DIRECTOR

“The Unknown is where possibility glitters...”
-Michelle Obama, The Light We Carry

POSSIBILITY is the perfect word to use to describe 2022. As a new
phase of the pandemic began, so did the possibilities that come
with rebuilding. For the library, that meant dreaming and
planning and creating a brand new way of delivering services
and programs to our wonderful community. And, boy, did the
glitter rain down! Our patrons continuously showed up to try
new things, read new books, and embrdce new up'purl:unilias!
Each month of 2022 seemed to bring more people into the
library than the one before and the associated n:citnmnnt frm
staff and patrons was glitteringly pulpnhln Sincelstartedin
the position of library director .8 '
in 2020, this past year felt like an |
inaugural one for me in many ways! It.
was the first time the phrase, “Just
wait till you see how much the library
is used in summer!” made full sense
to me! | would, of course, be remiss ifl
didn’t send out some glittery thank
you’s to the amazing, capable,
flexible, resilient and fearless JEL
library staff, to the committed and
steadfast library board, and tothe -~ 5L
many eager and supportive patrons . et 1 ] e
who made this rebui Idil‘lg year Jake Epp Library, Library Director
possible: THANK YOU! May we all
continue to embrace the glittering
possibilities of the upcoming year!




LOCAL NEWS ARTICLES ABOUT
THE LIBRARY IN 2022

BACH

CONLIME COMA

CEIMMLINITY

Make friends and build connections at Jake
Epp Library

The Jake Epp Library hosts a lorge variety of events that each occur once a month. Typlcally, libraries
are known to be quiet ploces to find a book, read a book, and leave, but Joke Epp Library is o ploce that
encourages not only reading but connecting with others. Stephanie Mclean, Program Coordinator at
the Joke Epp Library, says it's amazing to sed everyenas form friendships through the different progroms
they offer. "Families meet each other, thedr kids become friends, so those are just super special
mcments.”

Some of their most populor events ore the Booll Clubs. They have Book Clubs for all ages and
reading levels, from elementary to adult. Mclean soys she enjoys Book Clubs becouse she loves to see
little kids get passionate about reading. Thelr youngest Book Club Is oges kindergorten to grode 3, "It's a
read-aloud circle, ond they put up their hand and read to the group, and every time a kid comes for the
first time you can tell they're a little scared of that, 5o they often are an cbserver,” she says. “But seeing
them grow in confidence and want to read in front of o group is such a heart-filling Moment.” Book
Club and the rest of the events ot the library, such os Board Gome Night, are great ploces to meet
people and make friends with similor interests as youw. "We have kids who just love board gomes, and
mayba their friends at school don't share that same possion or have other activities they doin the
evenings,” she says. “So these kids get to play board gomes together and they absolutely love it, thay
thrive, and o it's really neat seeing kids connect,”

Currently, their Book Club for teens is reading through the Harry Potter series. Every month they
read through a different book in the saries.
The library also hosts a spin-off Book Club for preschoolers called Story Cormer, "Our preschoolers get
to come and read stories as o big group. We put them up on the projector in the library and we read
stories and do some games, music, ond stuff like that.”

Mclean olso notes that thelr Movie Night s bock. Once a month they choose a movie, gather in the
children’s areqa, and preject the movie ento the wall.

She says the library is ahways full of people reading, secializing, and having fun. "Every weakday
evening our multipurpose room is full with different events,.” Mclean goes on to soy it is important to
make programming occessible to kids who may not be oble to offord to do octivities elsewhere. She s
glad the library can be o ploce for both kids and adults to connect and learn, “They have access to our
library and the events we olfer. All of our programs are free, and everything ties back to learning,
socializing and incorporating literacy into everyday things.”

Although the library hosts lots of events, they provide nice quiet nooks throughout the library for
those just looking to read in silence. They con close off their multi-purpose room from the rest of the
library for events during the doy, and once the library is closed, they can open up the wall and have
their evening events in the large open space.

McLean says ancther interesting program is Astronomy Night. They bring their telescope oul to
Abe's Hill Park and learn about the different stars ond planets throughout the sky. “It's all kind of tied
back to that leorning and literacy, but it's very hands-on. All of our events are aimed to be very hands=
an, very practical, ond lots of soclalizing.” She notes that odult events are octually 16+, so If your teens
are interested in astronomy nights, they can attend those alongside other teen ond odult events.

For details on all of the pregramming offered ot Joke Epp Library, visit Joke Epp Library's website,
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Tremendous response to summer programs at
Jake Epp Library

The revamped summer reading programs are seen as a huge success at the Joke Epp Library in
Steinboch. “We've got 50 much going on,” says Steph Mclean, Child and Teen Program Coordinator. “We
are 50 excitéd] Programming is bock and it's in full swing.” There are weekly programs for kids that are in
grade school, from children entering kindergarten all the way up through high schaol. “Thet
programming ls mostly 45-minute closses and clubs that are geared towards creativity, Imagination,
and literacy,” Mclean says. “50, we've got boord gome club, we've got Lego building, creative building
club, we've got craft clubs, and art clubs and drawing, and pretty much anything you can imagine that's
guoing to spark imagination and that we can tie Into literacy. We've got clubs all week, all summer long for
kiddos." McLeon is blown away at the strong response to all the closses so far this summer. "It is way
micre successiul | think than even | could have imogined,” she odmits. *You know, we had no idea, there's
no pracedent. It's a brand-new program, wa kind of revampad

the whole summer program. And coming off of two years of offering nothing, we hod no expectation.”

So far this summear, weekly closses are ot or near capacity. Mclean notes there are many eager
resachars enjpoying thea literacy programs they are olfering during the sumimer months, "We get full classeas
and they have just been o blost,” she adds. " think people are rarng to get their Kids into things ond
getting them sociol, ond the literocy aspect is kind of o bonus on top. It's o fun woy of promoting reading
without making them feel like they're, you know, stuck in the classroom. it's kind of a win-win for
avenybody, And for us, it's omozing because the librany has just bean full already. We'ra only on week two
and it's just been full, 50 it's been great.”
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confident
readers this summer

The Jake Epp Library's summer programs have bean a staple for kids of all ages when school is not in session,
Children and Teen Program Coordinator Steph Mclean hos worked with har team to offer a variety of activities
and programs. “it has been so fantostic and so exciting, full of activity and full of kids." said Mclean. This year, thay
heavie ean otfering miony opportunithes including the Summer Reosding Challenge, which offers glit card przes,
and TD's Sumimar Reading Club Tracker, On Wednesdays, they hove Story in the Park fof kids of oll ages. They alsd
hecivil & ook cluly lor elementary and middle school-aged children whene Maclean has seen a boost in
confidence when it comes to reading oloud. “We hove about 12 kids thaot coma every weak and they each read o
sentence from a book ot every tumn, and then we poass it down the cincle,” Moclkean sald. *The confidence that s
built in these kids to be able to do thot out lowd and not be scored to moke a mistake or pronounce something
Ircormicily. its besen incredible (o see that,”

Cuitside of reading, they also o er other activities such as crafts, improv, puppeteering ond board gomes,
Flexibility and occessibility were otop their minds for this yeor's progroma. “wWe olso realized that there are 20
rmomy fomilies that you know hove things come up there, or sormewhene they can't commilt to a full elght weeks of
o surmmer program. 5o, some of the things we changed hove been giving families that option to just do one week
at a tirmae,” said kclean,

A5 summer comas to an end, Mcliean hopes to make the most out of the days we hawe laft. “It's been such
a great sumimer 5o far, ond we'ne so excited about whot more can happen in the next three weeks that we've got.”
Wisit the Jaoke Epp Library [o learm mone about their surmmer programs and memberships.




