
 

While the library has always been 

a place of learning, study, and a 

hub of knowledge, the last few 

decades have seen it evolve into 

much more. We believe that the 

community aspect is just as im-

portant as the learning aspect, 

and that play and creativity are 

an integral part of learning. This 

year we noticed an emphasis on 

playing at the library, and it’s 

been a fantastic year. We have 

Lego Duplo sets that we’ve lent 

out in record numbers. We’ve 

seen children sit and create in a 

space made just for them. We 

hosted a play near Christmas of a 

classic, A Christmas Carol by 

Charles Dickens, and were de-

lighted to see adults enjoy their 

play as much as children. We’ve 

seen the library continue to 

evolve, and while it will always be 

a place of learning and a hub of 

knowledge, we’re excited to see 

what else it can be too.  

Play At The Library 
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Library Board 

Board Chair Report 

previous position by hiring 

Aubrey Walker as Assistant 

Head Librarian. Carolyn and 

Aubrey had both been 

groomed by Loraine to move 

into these positions and this 

demonstrates the importance 

of such mentoring. 

 

Board member Phyllis Toews 

completed her term in 2015. 

Thanks to Phyllis for your years 

of service and many contribu-

tions at the board table. We 

welcomed Cindy Blatz to the 

board and she is already a 

valued contributor to board 

discussions. 

 

The library's service to the 

community remains the top 

priority of the board and is 

the primary  objective in all 

board decisions. To that end, 

the board approved making 

the Program Director position 

more prominent in order to 

continue nurturing a passion 

for literacy in the community. 

The library had a balanced 

2015 was a year of big changes at 

the library. Those changes came 

about suddenly when former 

Head Librarian Loraine Trudeau 

won the St. Boniface Hospital 

Lottery, allowing her to take an 

early retirement. The board pro-

ceeded to put out a call for appli-

cations. Assistant Head Librarian 

Carolyn Graham was among the 

applicants and interviews demon-

strated she was far and away the 

best candidate. Carolyn was hired 

and is everything the board 

hoped for. She then filled her 
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The goal of the Jake Epp 

Library is to make a wide 

variety of print, audio, 

and visual materials 

available to as many 

community residents as 

possible to promote 

individual life-long learn-

ing. Within the limits of 

its budget and the crite-

ria contained in the se-

lection policy, the library 

will do its best to meet 

the educational, enter-

tainment, and informa-

tional needs of its pa-

trons and to provide 

convenient hours and 

appropriate library ser-

vices for all community 

residents. The freedom 

to read is essential to a 

democratic society. The 

Jake Epp Library acts as 

a guardian of this free-

dom. As such, it will 

resist efforts by indi-

viduals or groups, no 

matter how well -

meaning, who seek 

to impose their own 

standards and tastes 

on the selection of 

materials for its 

collection. The fact 

that children have 

access to all library 

resources will not in 

any way restrict the 

Jake Epp Library Mission Statement 

selection process. Re-

sponsibility for what 

children read rests with 

their parents and guardi-

ans. The Jake Epp Library 

also has a responsibility 

to protect and enhance 

intellectual freedom. It 

will do this by making it 

possible for readers to 

choose from materials 

which represent the 

widest diversity of 

thought and expres-

sion, including ideas 

which may be consid-

ered unpopular or 

unorthodox. It should 

be clearly understood 

that the library does 

not necessarily en-

dorse the points of 

view taken by all the 

material it makes 

available to the pub-

lic. 

budget again in 2015. The 

board is committed to living 

within its means. 

 

Going forward, the library is 

well positioned to serve Stein-

bach and area in 2016 and 

beyond. Carolyn has a dedicat-

ed staff that is committed to 

meeting clients' needs. 

 

- Daryl Braun (Chair) 

Albert Maier 

Alexandra Nikkel 

Susan Penner (City Council Representative) 

Phyllis Toews 

Daryl Braun, Library Board Chair 

The Library board is com-

prised of six city residents 

appointed by Steinbach City 

Council. Board Chair is elect-

ed by members of the board. 

A city council member is ap-

pointed by the Mayor.  



 

Librarian’s Report 

In many ways 2015 was not 

an unusual year.  We pro-

vided service to our pa-

trons, we purchased books 

that we thought our pa-

trons would enjoy and that 

would provide good infor-

mation.  Programs were 

presented for fun, learning 

and family literacy.  Sum-

mer Reading Club was a big 

hit, the summer months 

were extremely busy and 

we loved it!  

 

What made it unusual was 

the retirement of Loraine 

Trudeau, our Head Librarian 

since July 2001. During her 

14 years, Loraine became 

well-recognized in the com-

munity.  She brought great 

new ideas and began a 

steady increase in programs 

offered.  One of her biggest 

tasks was the expansion of 

the Library in 2012.  The 

City of Steinbach was in 

charge of the construction 

and provided us with much

- needed additional space 

and a revamping of the 

current space.  Loraine was 

in charge of planning the 

interior of the space and 

packing up an entire library 

and moving it into storage. 

She found temporary office 

space so essential business 

needs could carry on. Then 

she planned for everything 

to be moved back into the 

new space. 

 

Loraine also brought to the 

library enthusiasm, posi-

tive attitude and openness 

to new ideas. While she 

was most definitely our 

leader, she was also part of 

a team, with the whole 

staff working towards 

providing the best possible 

service to our patrons and 

also to the community as a 

whole.  The entire staff was 

sad to see her go, but we all 

wished her a most happy 

retirement. 

  

In November the library 

carried through an idea that 

was begun by Loraine, and 

something we had never 

done before.  We brought in 

Canadian performer, John 

Huston, for his one-man 

show A Charles Dickens 

Christmas Carol. It was such 

a delightful evening and such 

a success that we hope to 

bring him back for 2017. 

 

I was delighted and hon-

oured when the Library 

Board offered me the posi-

tion of Head Librarian in 

Loraine Trudeau (Head Librarian) 

Carolyn Graham (Head Librarian) 

Aubrey Walker (Assistant Librarian) 

Madison Friesen (Programs Coordinator) 

Holly Reimer (Preschool Programs) 

 

Violet Brown 

Marty Dyck 

Janet Friesen 

Elsie Hiebert 

Norma Klassen 

Marilyn Martens 

Hannah Morris 

Lynn Neufeld 

Robyn Oberik 

Amanda Peters 

Mildred Reimer 

Pam Toews 

Sharon Trudeau 

Maria Unrau 

 Library Staff 
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August 2015. The Library Board 

has provided support and en-

couragement. One of my first 

decisions was to hire Aubrey 

Walker to take the position of 

Assistant Librarian.  As we have 

both stepped into new roles at 

the same time it has been a 

very interesting and stretching 

year for both of us, but we 

have enjoyed the challenges 

and we work very well togeth-

er. 

  

Thank you to all of our patrons 

who come to the library and 

use our services.  You are our 

raison d’être, and our goal con-

tinues to be providing the ser-

vices our community wants and 

needs. 

  

Respectfully submitted 
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Quick Facts and Figures 

 The number of people who like our FB page 

grew by 41% 

 70 book packs  were received through a dona-

tion 

 Lego sets were checked out 358 times, up from 

247 last year 

 Most popular movie shown was Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory with 79 people in attendance. 

This year we focused on our monthly 

publication of What’s New On the 

Shelf, a small publication that states 

the newest additions to our library 

for our adult level materials. It often 

doubles as a way to promote our 

events as well.  

In addition, the library has been ex-

panding its social media presence, 

focusing on reaching new people 

through our Facebook page, and 

keeping interested patrons ap-

praised with the events happening at 

the library. On our Facebook page  

(www.facebook.com/

jakeepplibrary) we saw our audi-

ence grow from 208 likes to 294 

likes over the course of 2015. While 

still a relatively small base, we find 

the steady growth of our online 

patrons’ interest to be encouraging. 

With our webpage 

(www.jakeepplibrary.com), hosting 

posters and a small calendar of 

events for every month, as well as 

our postings on our local news site 

for events, we continue to branch 

out and reach new sets of people. 

Publications and Social Media 
2015 

New Collection : Playaway Bookpacks 

their interest level.  

Not only was the collection 

donated, but so was the shelv-

ing needed to house them. 

With some clever shuffling, 

room was made for them at 

the end of the Juvenile Fiction, 

where you could hardly ever 

find them on the shelves dur-

ing the summer as they were 

frequently checked out.  

We were very excited when an  

anonymous donor allowed us to add a 

new collection to our shelves. Playa-

way Bookpacks are a combination of a 

Playaway (all in one audio player of a 

book), and a physical book. These 

ranged from easy to young adult lev-

els. While there are many uses for 

Playaway Bookpacks they do strongly 

appeal to struggling or reluctant read-

ers, allowing them to listen and read 

at the same time to books at  

New Resource : Newspaper Archives 
Thanks to a generous donation from 

Derksen Printers in Steinbach, the 

library was able to offer access to a 

new resource this year. In the past, 

the only newspaper archives available 

had been old editions of the Steinbach 

newspaper, the Carillon, available 

both in microfilm, and for later years 

in large bound books. With this dona-

tion we’re able to offer access to 

the 7,430 (and counting) news-

papers currently searchable 

through the website http://

newspaperarchive.com/.  A 

search computer was repur-

posed to allow access to this site 

through our subscription. People 

can now come and, instead of 

scrolling through years of 

microfilm or unwieldy large 

books, use a computer to 

search by newspaper, key-

word, date, and more to find 

exactly what they’re looking 

for. Newspaper archives has 

articles as old as 1607, as 

current as today, and covers 

newspapers from 22 differ-

ent countries. We’re grate-

ful to be able to offer this 

new research tool to the 

public.  

Thank you Derksen Printers! 



 

 Serendipity by Moira Neufeld 

 Essence of Evil by Barbara Ann Derksen  

        The Case of the Missing Halo by David 

Goldenstein (Children’s Author) 

 Reimagined & Nothing Everything 

Nothing by Casia Schreyer 

 Truffle’s Sad Song by J.F. Cicci 

(Children’s Author) 

 Legends of Big Creek by Beverly Robb 

(Children’s Author) 

 Bibby’s Journey by David Bibby 

 Magpie Days by Brenda Sciberras (Poet) 

 What Lies Behind by Luann Hiebert 

(Poet) 

 Armin’s Shorts by Armin Wiebe 

 Charlotte’s Nemesis by Violet Moore 

 Sons of Earth by Geralyn Wichers 

 Wicked Disregard by Barbara Ann 

Derksen 

Our Authors 

In May, we welcomed J.F. 

Cicci, a Minnesotan children’s 

author, and Beverly Robb, 

local author, to read to clas-

ses from local elementary 

schools. Cicci’s book, Truffle’s 

Sad Song, is about a lonely 

pika named Truffle who 

makes a friend and how that 

friend helps end Truffle’s 

loneliness. Robb’s book, The 

Legends of Big Creek are a 

historical-fantasy about a 

little boy who travels back in 

time and experiences the 

lives and cultures of the First 

Nations people that once 

lived on the land that his 

family now occupies.  

In November, we welcomed 

Violet Moore to her fourth 

annual author reading. Read-

ing from the third book in her 

“Charlotte Series”, Charlotte’s 

Nemesis, Violet allowed us a 

glimpse into the back story of 

her most unlikable character: 

Marcus. In this Christian dra-

ma, we are taken to under-

stand how the background of 

a person’s life can have great 

impact on their choices for 

the rest of their life.  

What would a library be with-

out all the books to fill the 

shelves? Books are portals to 

other worlds, allowing us to 

assume the persona of some-

one else and whisk us away 

to use our imagination as 

would a child. At Jake Epp 

Library, we enjoy hosting the 

creative minds behind some 

of those books. Our commu-

nity and surrounding areas 

are filled with storytellers and 

throughout the year we host-

ed many authors in a variety 

of genres. 

If the library’s focus 

this year was on play 

at the library, the 

programs offered 

were the heart and 

soul of that endeavor. 

People came to the 

library to learn and 

grow and enjoy doing 

something different. 

These are a few of the 

programs that were 

offered this year, and 

how they went.  
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Armin Wiebe at the library, posing with 

his book, Armin’s Shorts 

Author Readings 

Year In Review : Programs and Events 

Poster Advertising our Poetry Night Event.  
Book cover of J.F. Cicci’s “Truffle’s Sad 

Song” 
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Now Playing...Page To Film Night 
Page to Film Night is the library’s 

monthly movie night. Catering to 

mostly young families in movie 

selection, there have been a variety 

of films shown, the majority, if not 

all of them, being based on books. 

We are pleased to say that admis-

sion is, as always, free and every-

one in attendance can enjoy a 

nice treat of popcorn, popped 

fresh in our movie theatre 

popcorn machine. After all, 

what is a movie without the 

popcorn? The movies that we 

have shown this year are as 

follows. 

 Happy Feet  

 Happy Feet Two  

 Garfield  

 Garfield: Tail of Two Kitties  

 Because of Winn-Dixie  

 Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  

 Horton Hears a Who  

 Arthur and the Invisibles  

 How to Train a Dragon  

 Journey to the Center of the Earth  

Game Day/Night 

Game Day and Game Night are 

events where anyone and every-

one can get together, converse 

and play tabletop games at the 

library. Started in summer 2014, 

Game Day and Game Night are 

hosted and supervised by our 

volunteer, Chris Desrochers. 

Game Day takes place on the first 

Saturday of every month and 

runs from 12-5pm. Game Night 

takes place on the third Wednes-

day of every month and runs 

from 6-8:30pm (often till 9pm). 

Both events are held in the class-

room or multi-purpose room. 

Attendance has varied from 2-17 

people since records started on 

December 17, 2014 with an aver-

age attendance of 6 people per 

event. The library provides many 

games, including chess, Settlers of 

Catan, cards, Scrabble and domi-

nos. Attendees have donated a 

couple of games (e.g. Rack-O) 

and supplies (e.g. rotating game 

board for Scrabble) as well. 

Sometimes attendees bring 

snacks to share or items to 

swap/giveaway (e.g. collectible 

cards, movies and books). 

Attendees play a variety of 

games, but Magic: The Gather-

ing, a collectible card game, is by 

far the most popular game 

played. Events are advertised at 

Family Literacy…The second 

largest event of the year at the 

library. Family Literacy Day is 

the celebration of literacy in 

our community, a day where 

families come to the library to 

embrace not only reading but 

literacy as a family. The theme 

for 2015 was Playing with  

Magic—The Magic of Read-

ing. Our Head Librarian, Lo-

raine Trudeau and Program 

Coordinator, Madison Friesen 

read and performed a story 

called The Magic Hat by Mem 

Fox, with the assistance of 

puppets. Radio Host Corny 

Rempel from Mix 96.7FM also 

Playing With Magic—Family Literacy Day 

brought loads of laughs with 

his silly reading of The Book 

with No Pictures. Our headlin-

er for the evening was none 

other than magician Ryan 

Price, who brought forward a 

show that was specifically 

focused on books and reading. 

To finish off the night, prizes 

were given away and a night 

snack of cookies and milk was 

served. We are thankful to 

our sponsor, Sobeys, for do-

nating the milk and cookies 

for the snack.  

the library, on the radio, in 

local papers and in the ‘Board 

Games – Jake Epp Library’ 

and the ‘MTG Steinbach’ 

Facebook groups. Overall, 

Game Day and Game Night 

are events where patrons can 

play games, relax, have fun 

and meet others in their com-

munity.  

 The Princess Bride  

 Nancy Drew  

 Happily N’ever After  

 Igor  

 Megamind  

 Racing Stripes  

 Robots  

 Night at the Museum  

 Night at the Museum 2  

 The Polar Express  

Left: Program Coordina-

tor and Head Librarian, 

with many kids at  Family 

Literacy Day. Photo 

courtesy of stein-

bachonline.com 

Right: A prize to be given 

away in keeping with the 

magic theme 

Below: Ryan Price’s Magic Show 



 

ing the NaNoWriMo event, and 

are often welcomed back for 

author readings when they do. 

This year we were able to see 

our author base grow, as a few 

younger authors joined in the 

challenge. Our youngest author 

was 12 years old, and had a 

great time interacting with 

fellow authors throughout the 

month.  

For this event, we host a kick-

off to get people excited and 

inspired. This year we had an 

author reading by two local self

-published authors, whose 

books happened to be created 

during past NaNoWriMos. The 

event was a great success with 

more than 40 people in attend-

ance. Interested authors stayed 

after the author reading to  

participate in a get to know 

each other event, where a 

beach ball was thrown around 

with introductory prompts, such 

as “tell us about your writing 

idea for this month”, or “tell us 

what your favourite genre is.“ 

After the kick off we host multi-

ple write-ins where authors can 

come find a quiet space to sit 

and write, as well as a space to 

connect with their other au-

thors. This year we added 

writing prompts to the mix, a 

new one every time, to help 

NaNoWriMo is a month-long 

event that keeps the library busy 

every November. National Novel 

Writing Month has adopted the 

month of November to challenge 

all authors and would-be authors 

to write 50 000 words in a month. 

The library provides multiple types 

of events to inspire and help au-

thors write as much as they can.  

We’ve been hosting “Come Write 

In” events for the past four years 

and have seen it grow in populari-

ty every year. Our authors often 

publish the books they began dur-
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Geralyn Wichers and Violet Moore at the 

NaNoWriMo Kick off / Author Reading 

Word Play—NaNoWriMo 2015 
them if they were stuck. This in-

cluded a spin board, a large 20 

sided dice with different out-

comes, an M&M game, and more.  

When all’s said and done, our 

authors are invited to our Thank 

the Writing Gods It’s Over Party, 

whether or not they made the 

50,000 word quota. Participating 

is success in itself, and we cele-

brate it well, with pizza. Authors 

can read a bit of what they wrote, 

and encourage one another. We 

love to see this creativity happen 

in our library, and will encourage 

people to come back for this 

event in years to come. We would 

like to send out a special thank 

you to our sponsor for this event, 

Deals for Dollars, who so gener-

ously donated goody bag stuffers, 

to be handed out to participants 

at the kick-off.  



 

themes of books. An optional 

part of the reading club were 

craft classes. Crafts highlighted 

the weekly theme and in order 

to involve as many children as 

possible, sessions for kinder-

garten to grade 3 were held 

weekly Monday to Thursday 

Mornings and Grades 4-8 Clas-

ses were held weekly Monday 

to Wednesday Afternoons.  

There were also two Crafts & 

Laughs Family Nights planned 

for evenings when parents 

could come with their children 

to spend time together. These 

evenings allowed families to 

create book vaults and recy-

cled tin can pets.  

For the summer months, we 

offered a weekly Thursday 

evening movie. These were 

chosen so children would 

enjoy them and it could also 

be a family evening.  A bag of 

popcorn was always included.  

Reading was done at home 

and for each Reading log com-

pleted (150 minutes) a stamp 

was given on the child’s re-

ward card and could be spent 

at our “Reading Rewards 

Store”.  There were small 

things like pencils, stickers 

etc. that could be purchased 

for one stamp, or they could 

save their stamps and buy a 

larger item for example a 

small Lego set, or a board 

game. Every child that signed 

up for the Reading Club and 

participated in reading for all 

seven weeks had their names 

included in the draw for sev-

eral prizes. The Grand Prize 

was an iPad mini, and there 

were several other prizes to 

be won such as a “Surf n 

Slide” and a “Space Scooter”.  

Weekly Themes 

Week 1: Mystery Week—

Invisible Ink Mystery messages, 

Scavenger hunts, Laser obstacle 

course, fingerprint balloons.  

Week 2: Sports Week—Bouncy 

Balls, Baseball caps, Finger soccer 

players, outdoor games. 

Week 3: Rock Star Week—

Kazoos, CD ornaments, Musical 

Chairs. 

Week 4: 

—Rain clouds in 

a Jar, Rainbow in a Jar, Rainbow 

Paper, Mentos and Coke Experi-

ment. 

Week 5: Science Fiction 

Week—Moon Rocks, Galaxy 

Dough, Nebula in a Bottle, Rocket 

Target-Shooting. 

Week 6: Fantasy Week—

Dragon Masks/Wings, Sport Com-

bat Swords, Knights Helmets, Cha-

rades 

Week 7: Graphic Novel/

Superhero Week—DIY Super-

heroes, Masks, Power cuffs, Cha-

rades. 

Once again the Library staff 

banded together to tackle the 

wonderfully enormous task of 

summer activities and the expec-

tation of a circulation increase 

during summer months.  

This year, once again, proved 

that Summer Reading Club is 

traditionally a huge event for us 

and one of our favourite things 

we do every year. The theme 

was Play! It was all about using 

books as a source of inspiration 

for imagination and play. We 

delved into this concept by flesh-

ing out the theme into 7 theme 

weeks based on genres or 
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Reading Circle—a drop in weekly activity time. During this one they traced themselves and then created superhero personas.  

Craft Class—Fantasy Week with Dragon Masks 



 

Thanks! 
We want to send a huge thank you to 

all of the local businesses that helped 

make this year’s Summer Reading Club 

Possible: 

 Earl’s Meat Market 

 Janzen’s Paint and Decorating 

LTD.  

 McDonald’s  

 Good n Natural Health Food 

Store 

 Valeant 

 United Library Services  

 Scholastic Books  

 Canadian Tire 

 RBC Steinbach 

We had a total of 648 children who signed up, 44 

more children than the previous summer. During 

the seven weeks of the reading program a weekly 

average of 4069 children’s books were checked 

out for a total of 28,234.  It is very encouraging to 

the library to realize that the children in our com-

munity spent time reading and using their imagi-

nations during the summer months.  

The Wind-up Party was held the week after the 

reading was completed and a return visit from 

magician Ryan Price was the highlight of the day.  

Ryan always makes sure that his presentation 

includes the importance of reading. His show is 

always a hit with children and parents alike. Fol-

lowing the magic show and prizes everyone was 

welcome to a hot dog lunch sponsored by Earl’s 

Meat Market and cooked by the Lion’s Club. 
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 Nancy Drew 

 Racing Stripes 

 Alvin and the Chipmunks 

 Igor 

 The Princess Bride 

 Journey to the Center of 

the Earth 

 Megamind 

 How to Train Your Dragon 

 Happily N’ever After 

SRC Movies 
Above: Staff and Volunteers preparing food for the Wind Up Party. 

Below: The wind up Magic Show with Ryan Price 



 

There are always options throughout the year 

during in-service days, or  events celebrating 

holidays, where children can come and craft at 

the library! It’s great to watch them be creative 

and to see what they come up with, and of 

course it’s always paired with books and read-

ing. This year there was an Egg-Stravaganza for 

Easter, Pots of Gold for Saint Patrick’s Day, and 

more! 

Crafting at the Library 

Playing With Our Local Radio Station 

We had a few visits from one of our local radio 

stations, Mix 96 this year. Once they came with 

their “Mix Fun and Games” program, prepared 

with trivia type games and prizes. Another time 

they stopped by to feature the library in their 

video, “Get Reading,” for I Love To Read 

Month. Our Programs Coordinator made a 

cameo appearance.  
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Published: Thursday, 02 April 2015 12:32, Steinbachonline.com 

Written by Kenton Dyck 

“Jake Epp Library Egg-stravaganza was held on Wednesday and had 31 kids attend. The day 

was split into two groups with 16 kids coming to the morning and another 15 kids in the after-

noon group.  Library Programs Coordinator Madison Friesen says Wednesdays Extravaganza 

was all about Easter Eggs.  'We decorated Easter eggs with two different types of material, 

water and vinegar and food colouring for one, and then we used shaving cream and food 

colouring for another one." She also notes they took advantage of the warm weather and 

played some outdoor games. "So we did that and then we went outside and played some relay 

games, we did the bunny hop relay, and we did the egg balancing spoon relay, and then we 

had cookies and it was fun."  Friesen says hosting fun themed events for kids is a really fun 

way to get them familiar with the library. "When we have activities like this the parents bring 

their kids and it gives good exposure for the library, and it allows us to interact with the par-

ents and they see we have activities for kids. It also gives them a chance to explore the chil-

dren's area if they haven't already, or if they haven't in a while they can get books and take 

those out. The kids often will stay and just hang out and stay in the children's area."  

Published: Monday, 09 February 2015 10:42, Steinbachonline.com 

Written by : Corny Rempel 

Video Link:  http://www.steinbachonline.com/mix-96-7-fm/gotta-get-reading-video 

It's "I Love To Read Month"! Corny and Michelle, Golden West Radio, took over the Jake Epp 

Library to dance to this fun song about reading. Check it out and share it with your friends.   
Mix 96 Fun and Games. Photo from  

steinbachonline.com 



 

November was a busy month at the Library. To 

cap off the month and ring in the Christmas 

season, the Library played host for a first-time 

event—a dramatic re-telling of Charles Dickens’ 

“A Christmas Carol” told by John D. Huston. 

Huston is a Toronto-based actor who, for the 

last 22 years, has packed his trunk and toured 

city to city, recreating tours and performances 

of Victorian author Charles Dickens.  

The Library hosted two performances, a      

“The play’s the thing…” A Dramatic Retelling of A Christmas Carol 
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matinée and an evening performance. The 

Library hosted 90 students and staff from 

the Steinbach Regional Secondary School. 

During this performance, Huston not only 

told the story but added interjections of 

discussion to explain context of the story 

as well as differences in culture of the time 

period, to allow the students a better un-

derstanding of the story that they were 

being told. 

Below: One of our local radio stations, Country 107, advertised for us 

 

The evening performance was open to 

the public. In this performance, Huston 

introduced himself as Dickens, recre-

ating the performance of Dickens as we 

understand it to have been performed. 

With great enthusiasm, Huston whisked 

his audience to the world of Victorian 

England and the misery of Ebenezer 

Scrooge.  



 

Friends of the Library  
“Friends of the Library" is an independent group which contributes to 

the direction of our library by supporting programs and volunteering 

resources. We welcome all input from interested parties and share a 

belief that maintaining and supporting good library services benefits 

everyone. If you are interested in joining, please call the library for 

more information. 

2015 included the following involvements: 

 Funded additional shelving in the children’s area 

 Funded “Read to Me Calendars” for Preschool Programs 

 Agreed to fund the balance of the Story Sacks display case 

Our corporate aim and goal is to serve as a fund-raising arm support-

ing the Jake Epp Library, as well as, advocacy for literacy programs. 

Jake Epp Library offers three preschool pro-

grams. Each program has three sessions. The 

Fall session is 10 weeks from September to No-

vember. The Winter session is 10 weeks from 

January to March. A shorter 5-week Spring ses-

sion is from April to May. No fees are charged 

but class sizes are limited to fit the space.  

Baby & Me is for a parent, and child aged 0-12 

months. This class provides songs and rhymes 

and discussions about parenting and tips for 

literacy at home.  

Preschool Programs 
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Toddler & Me is for parent, and child aged 

1 to 3 years. This class provides songs, 

rhymes, fingerplays, simple crafts, a snack 

and literacy tips.  

Story Hour is for children aged 3-5 years. 

Children enjoy stories, rhymes, fin-

gerplays, crafts and snacks. Parents are 

required to stay in the library during the 

class. Some parental assistance is needed 

during craft and snack time.  

This year we were very fortunate to 

receive a grant from the Healthy Child 

Coalition for new board books and re-

sources to keep the programs running 

and current. On top of that we received 

a grant for Shake Rattle and Read clas-

ses which will be offered to preschool 

aged children as well. Check back in in 

2016 to see more. Thank you Healthy 

Child Coalition! 

 

We have partnered with South Eastman English and Literacy Services for many years. 

They provide an important service in our community and we value our ongoing relation-

ship. Adult Literacy is provided both in assisting adults in increasing literacy skills and 

helping immigrants learn English so they can function in their new homeland. Because our 

goals are so similar we support them in their endeavors. Adult Literacy classes are held in 

our classroom, and English as an Additional Language classes are held at Grace Church. 

We are pleased to supply resources for both types of learners.  

Partnerships 

South Eastman English & Literacy Services 

Toastmasters is an International organization that is ded-

icated to helping people learn better listening, thinking 

and speaking skills, which will build confidence and assist 

in any communication.  

The Carillon Toastmasters Club has been meeting in our 

Multi-Purpose Room for many years. Their goals strongly 

line up with library goals so we believe this is also a part-

nership that benefits both parties, and also the commu-

nity in general. 

Toastmasters 
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Circulation Statistics 

  2015 2014 

Print Materials    

Adult Fiction 54,503 58,382 

Adult Non-fiction 16,019 17,256 

Magazines (Adult & Children) 10,484 11,458 

Literacy Materials 157 70 

Young Adult Fiction 12,262 14,688 

Young Adult Non-fiction 971 1,239 

Juvenile Fiction 40,243 52,970 

Juvenile Non-fiction 8,944 8,722 

Early Years 49,831 38,753 

Miscellaneous 6 0 

German 439 432 

Large Print 3,641 3,744 

Non-Print Materials   

Audio Books 8,210 7,884 

Digital Viewing Devices 3,432 4,000 

Railia (Story Sacks) 75 87 

eLibraries Manitoba (Digital Books) 13,314 11,187 

Total Circulation 222,531 230,785 

   

Inter-Library Loans   

Borrowed Books 572 649 

Books Lent 734 913 

Total 1,306 1,562 

   

Cardholders   

Steinbach Adult 9,816 9,505 

Steinbach Juvenile 1,376 1,330 

RM of Hanover 2,525 2,461 

Non-Resident 2,391 2,371 

Total 16,108 15,667 
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Library Holdings 

  2015 2014 

Print Materials   
Adult Fiction 24,327 26,438 

Adult Non-fiction 15,341 15,093 

Magazines subscriptions 119 145 

Literacy Materials 343 176 

Young Adult Fiction 4,696 4,511 

Young Adult Non-fiction 1,444 1,391 

Juvenile Fiction 10,101 11,157 

Juvenile Non-fiction 3,461 3,357 

Early Years 9,363 7,578 

German 509 512 

Large Print 1,746 1,591 

Reference (non-circulating) 441 570 

 Subtotal 71,891 72,519 

   

Non-Print Materials   
Audio Books 2,664 2,402 

Digital Viewing Devices 1,312 1,209 

Railia (Story Sacks) 61 44 

Miscellaneous 62 85 

  4,099 3,740 

   

Total Holdings 75,990 76,259 

Top 10 Adult Fiction Books Checked Out In 2015 

Title Author Check Outs 

Cold Cold Heart Tami Hoag 25 

The Escape David Baldacci 25 

Personal Lee child 25 

Twelve Days Alex Berenson 24 

Leaving Time Jodi Picoult 24 

The Nightingale Kristin Hannah 24 

The Assassin Clive Cussler 24 

Prodigal Son Danielle Steel 23 

The Burning Room Michael Connelly 23 

The Silent Sister Diane Chamberlain 23 
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Financial Report 

Income 2015 

Province of Manitoba 120,454.00 

Tourism Capital 1,429.00 

Provincial Technology Grant 4,305.28 

City of Steinbach 327,315.00 

RM of Hanover 3,400.00 

Federal Government: Canada Summer Jobs 5,855.00 

Young Canada Works Grant 8,000.00 

Interest Income 1,317.35 

Non-Budgeted Revenue 10,122.40 

Fines 20,478.59 

DVD Rental 3,587.90 

Miscellaneous Income 996.95 

Copier & Printer Fees 5,564.13 

Book Sales 270.35 

Lost & Damaged Fees  1,638.35 

Program Fees 873.00 

Donations 416.05 

Room Rentals 4,362.92 

Disc Repair 42.00 

Other 21.80 

Internet Fees  6,302.00 

Non-Resident Membership Fees 43,272.00 

Total Revenue  570,024.07 

Expenses 2015 

Acquisitions 51,068.1 

Advertising  & Promotion 893.94 

Amortization 38,922.00 

Furniture 171.07 

Computer Hardware  & Software 2,031.75 

Contract Maintenance 12,237.60 

Education & Conferences 223.15 

Internet Expense 1,139.82 

Janitorial  18,989.40 

Library Supplies 17,383.26 

Miscellaneous 5,463.81 

Programs 13,759.73 

Rent 140,000.00 

Travel 731.50 

Telephone 3,632.35 

Yard & Building Maintenance 2,750.00 

Cash Register Discrepancy -70.47 

Bank Fees 1,257.95 

Wages & Benefits 294,053.90 

Total Expenditures 604,638.77 

   

Net Revenue -34,614.70 



 

their time to help us put books back on our 

shelves, keep the books tidy and in their 

proper places, and helped us with pro-

grams. “Thank you” for your time and en-

thusiasm.  

Thank you to the City of Steinbach, the 

Province of Manitoba and the RM of Hano-

ver. The library would not exist without the 

grants we receive every year.  

Thank you to Public Library Services Manito-

ba, for all of your assistance and guidance. 

To all of our Patrons who come and check 

out books, bring their children to our pro-

grams and attend our events - we say thank 

We thrive because of our supportive com-

munity, who continuously show their ap-

preciation of what we do by helping us with 

their donations or assistance. Thank you to 

everyone who has contributed to us this 

year. We are truly surrounded by a great 

community of people. Together we’ll con-

tinue to encourage literacy and be a safe 

community space of learning and growth 

for a long time to come. 

Thank you to the many local corporate 

sponsors that assist us year after year. We 

are thankful for each business that was 

involved.  We have had many volunteers 

who have regularly come and provided 

Thank you! 

you. We love to see you here and hear 

from you. 

For publicity we are grateful to The Caril-

lon, Steinbach Online, Mix 96, AM 1250, 

the Dawson Dispatch and the Niverville 

Citizen. We appreciate the time and the 

space you have given us to promote our 

programs and services to the public.  

We are fortunate that we are part of such 

a giving and sharing community.  

255 Elmdale Street,  

Steinbach, MB 

R5G 0C9 

Jake Epp Library 

Phone: 204-326-6841 

Fax: 204-326-6859 

Flickr photos available through creative commons license :https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 

Photo credit to Jon Ashcroft : https://www.flickr.com/photos/theilluminated/5386099858/in/photostream/ 
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