
Quick Facts & Figures for 2014 

New Library Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total # of items checked out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

New items added to our collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Total ebooks checked out by our patrons . . . . . . . . . .  

Public Access Internet appointments . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Number of Interlibrary loans by our patrons . . . . . . . .  

Number of our books sent out for Interlibrary loan . . .  

The Annual Report is always a time of 
reflection.  We look back over the past 
year and review what we have done. 
Reflection provides hindsight - what 
worked, what didn’t, where can we im-
prove, and it also provides us with an 
opportunity to blow our own horn a little 
bit. 

2014 was a year in which we felt a new 
kind of stability after the upheavals of 
the previous couple of years.  It seems 
we were able to stop running trying to 
keep up, and begin to find a comforta-
ble, steady stride and feel confident 
about our basics again.  That doesn’t 
mean we have reached the point of 
complete satisfaction.  There are always 
things to learn, new ideas to examine 
and integrate, and new ways we can 
reach out into our community.   

Our goal is not just to provide books for 
pleasure and study, but also to increase 
literacy for young and old in a variety of 
ways.   

Libraries are becoming Virtual as well as 
bricks and stone.  Our goal is to stay rele-
vant to the times in which we live.  Being 
relevant requires that we identify needs 
and seek to meet them through a variety 
of means and methods. 

The majority of our patrons still want to 
turn actual pages as they read and hold 
the real book in their own hands. Many 
people who travel far away have found 
that it is delightful to take their library and 

their library 
books in a com-
pact digital form.  
This flexibility 
means they can 
purchase digital 
books if they 
choose, but 

their membership at their local library 
gives them access to a growing electronic 
library that carries some of the titles we 
carry, but also titles we don’t have. Mem-
bership with your local library provides 
you with access to eLibraries Manitoba.  

Our latest digital access is specifically 
for people who are perceptually disa-
bled.  For a variety of reasons, they can-
not read or hold printed material.  We 
now offer access to NNELS - National 
Network for Equitable Library Service. 
This online collection of ebooks are au-
dio files - for listening to narrated books.  
For those who are unable to see print or 
hold books their local library member-
ship can now provide more audio books 
to enjoy. 

Inter Library Loans is another service 
that the digital world has improved.  With 
requests and searching done online, the 
process is much simpler, smoother, and 
faster.   

It has been fun, and exciting, to explore 
these new virtual 
resources. We al-
ways find it an abso-
lute pleasure to be 
able to meet your 
needs in new and 
meaningful ways.   

Virtual - a New Reality? 
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Library Board 

2014 Library Board Chair Reports 
For the past six years, 
I’ve had the pleasure 
of representing our 
great community as a 
member of the Jake 
Epp Library board. I’ve 
been fortunate enough 

to meet a plethora of wonderful people 
and experience numerous milestones 
through this opportunity. The transition 
was both sad and encouraging. I was 
honoured to have been a part of such a 
great organization and it will be hard to 
leave so many friends. Fortunately, it is 
extremely encouraging to know that the 
new and remaining board members are 
extremely skilled and passionate on ad-
vancing literacy in our community. 

Even though the provincial statistics have 

not yet been released, we are fully expect-
ing to retain our position as one of Manito-
ba’s busiest and most successful libraries. 
In 2014, we applied our focus to improving 
the daily activities for our patrons and be-
gan to assess our strategic goals for the 
forthcoming decade. We know that tech-
nology and programming will play a critical 
role in the future of the library and how we 
apply these strategies will allow our ser-
vices to keep pace with the growth of the 
City.  

Statistically, we know that most of Stein-
bach has experienced the services of the 
library. It’s no longer the ‘best kept 
secret’, but it gives me great pleasure to 
state that the library staff is second to 
none. We see their passion on a daily 
basis. They understand the needs of the 

patrons and know how to exceed expec-
tations. A huge thank you goes out to 
Loraine and Carolyn for the leadership of 
this great team. We must also 
acknowledge the support from the City of 
Steinbach, as without their assistance, 
our success story would be considerably 
shorter. Thank you to Mayor Goertzen, 
the entire city council, and Mr. Troy War-
kentin. We truly appreciate your trust in 
our goal of increasing education and im-
proving literacy. Lastly, to all the patrons 
who use the library – thank you, thank 
you, thank you. I thank you for your pat-
ronage and wish you a lifelong joy that is 
filled with unique and heart-warming sto-
ries. 

Jon Sawatzky,  
Former Board Chair 

I was appointed to the 
Library board, effective 
November, 2014 and was 
elected as chair. I look 
forward to picking up 
where Jon left off. The 
library is in very good 

shape with a very strong staff. One chal-
lenge that arose at year end was a failing 
microfiche machine for newspaper re-
search. We communicated with our local 
newspaper, The Carillon, which donated 
the original machine and they have 
agreed to underwrite our membership in 

a new online newspaper research com-
pany. I look forward to another great 
year. 

Daryl Braun 
Board Chair 

2014 Librarian’s Report 

It is great pleasure for 
me to present the 
2014 Jake Epp Library 
Annual Report. 

2014 was again a 
very busy year for 

the library. As you will 
see in this report we had many programs 
all year long that brought much fun, learn-
ing, sharing and joy to our customers 
young and old.  

Our success in 2014 comes thanks to the 
efforts of so many. With deepest thanks to 

my staff. What a great team to work with. 
They are the ones who shape our cus-
tomer’s experiences each and every day. 
To our Library Board for their wisdom and 
guidance. To Public Library Services who 
provide us with information, resources 
and support, to help us be the best we 
can be! To our volunteers, donors and 
supporters for your ongoing commitment. 
With their support we are able to make a 
real difference in the lives of all customers 
of the Jake Epp Library. 

A special thank you to the Friends of the 

Library for always standing beside us and 
helping us achieve our goals. 

I would also like to give a BIG thank you 
to our customers whose expectations and 
appreciation for the services we offer 
have kept us moving forward – always 
striving to get better. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Loraine Trudeau 

Head Librarian 

March 2015 

 

Library Board Chair 

John Sawatzky- Outgoing 

Darryl Braun - Incoming 

 

City Council Representative 

Susan Penner 

  

 Anne Friesen 

 Lloyd Funk 

 Al Maier 

 Alexandra Nikkel 

 Phyllis Toews 

              Barb Guenther 

 

 

The Library board is comprised of six 

city residents appointed by Steinbach 

City Council. Board Chair is elected by 

members of the board. A city council 

member is appointed by the Mayor. 
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Library Staff 

 

 

Head Librarian 

Loraine Trudeau 

 

Assistant Librarian 

Carolyn Graham 

 

 

 

Vi Brown 

Aubrey Dyck 

Marty Dyck 

Janet Friesen 

Elsie Hiebert 

Norma Klassen 

Marilyn Martens 

Hannah Morris 

Lynn Neufeld 

Robyn Oberik 

Amanda Peters 

Pam Toews 

Sharon Trudeau 

 

Tracey Pankratz / Madison Friesen 

        Program Coordinators 

Holly Reimer - Preschool Programs 

Susan Hiebert - Accountant 

Virtual Libraries 

All members of Jake Epp Library have 
automatic access to 2 virtual libraries. 

eLM - eLibraries Manitoba 

eLM is a provincial electronic library.  It is 
a collection of electronic books that is 
available for all Manitobans who have a 
current membership in their local library.  
It was launched in October 2007. 

You will need to have a password en-
tered into your personal account here at 
Jake Epp Library and that will give you 
access to eLM.  In your eLM account 
settings you will choose the borrowing 
period. Then you can select ebooks in 
text or audio format and sit back and read 
or listen to your book either at home or 
while travelling. 

We are entering the 2nd year in which 
our Head Librarian is involved in ordering 
ebooks for eLM. 

You, the customer, have an opportunity 
to request the addition of specific titles as 
well. To request an item, sign into your 
account and search for a favourite author 
or title. If you can’t find it, scroll down until 

you see the box that says “Don’t see the 
digital titles you were looking for?” Click 
on the box and you will be presented with 
more titles.  Choose one you like, and on 
the top in green it will say “Recommend”.  
Click on the green box and follow the 
steps.  You can even ask to be emailed if 
the book will be purchased.  This is not a 
guarantee your selection will be pur-
chased  but patron recommendations are 
valued. 

NNELS - National Network for Equitable 
Library Services 

 NNELS is a fairly new digital database 
that has become available through mem-
bership in your local library.  Again, you 
need to keep your library membership cur-
rent and you need to have a password 
entered in your account. 

NNELS is specifically for print disabled 
patrons.  If you cannot read print due to 
eyesight or you have trouble holding a 
book so you can read, then you probably 
qualify to the use this database.  NNELS 
has audio files to download to a computer 
or a digital device so you can listen to 

narrated books. 

The first step is to Sign Up.  You will need 
to identify the library where you are a 
member, and some information will be 
required including, your name, library 
barcode number and an email address.  
You will also be attesting to the following 
statement “I attest that I have a perceptu-
al disability as defined under the Canadi-
an Copyright Act and that I may be called 
upon to provide proof of such disability 
from a competent authority.” 

You can reach NNELS through a link on 
our website under Catalogues or you can 
go to www.nnels.ca.   

Once you have signed up then you may 
visit the site and Login using your library 
card number and your password.  Files 
are downloaded to your device and you 
may keep them until you have finished 
the book.  Once done, you delete the title 
from your computer or device.  You may 
download more than one title at a time. 

If you need more information please call 
in or visit us and ask for help. 

Jake Epp Library Mission Statement 

The goal of the Jake Epp Library is to 
make a wide variety of print, audio, and 
visual materials available to as many 
community residents as possible to pro-
mote individual life-long learning.  Within 
the limits of its budget and the criteria 
contained in the selection policy, the li-
brary will do its best to meet the educa-
tional, entertainment and informational 
needs of its patrons and to provide con-
venient hours and appropriate library 
services for all community residents. 

The freedom to read is essential to a 
democratic society.  The Jake Epp Li-
brary acts as a guardian of this freedom.  
As such, it will resist efforts by individuals 
or groups, no matter how well meaning, 
who seek to impose their own standards 
and tastes on the selection of materials 
for its’ collection.  The fact that children 
have access to all library resources will 
not in any way restrict the selection pro-
cess.  Responsibility for what children 
read rests with their parents and guardi-
ans. 

The Jake Epp Library also has a responsi-
bility to protect and enhance intellectual 
freedom.  It will do this by making it possi-
ble for readers to choose from materials 
which represent the widest diversity of 
thought and expression, including ideas 
which may be considered unpopular or 
unorthodox.  It should be clearly under-
stood that the library does not necessarily 
endorse the points of view taken by all the 
material it makes available to the public. 
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2014. . . Year in Review 

January 

The new year inspired us to find local 

crafters and display their talent in the 

display case and also provide a time  

when they could share their passions 

and perhaps share their skills. 

Wood carving was our 

first highlighted hobby.  

Bill Bergen has been 

carving for many years 

and he brought several 

marvelous pieces to dis-

play.  Bill also held an additional private 

display on January 25th 

as he  discussed carving 

techniques by hand, and 

power-carving and also 

about painting carvings. 

Many people stopped by 

to view and admire the 

skill and variety of the 

carved artwork. 

Dessert Night welcomed  

Winnipeg author Evan 

Braun presenting The 

City of Darkness.  The 

second book in his series 

The Watchers Chronicle 

continues the action-packed adventures 

and discoveries of an archeologist who 

ends up fighting for his life and fighting to 

protect a power that could fall under the 

control of those whose would powers 

only for domination. 

January’s craft class provided an enjoya-

ble evening creating a  paper Winter 

Wreath for home décor.   

An additional  

author reading 

with Marlene 

Reimer, local 

author and 

illustrator was 

an interesting 

time. Her stories are all illustrated by 

photographing her own hand-made sets. 

One of our biggest days of the year is 

the annual celebration of Family Literacy 

Day.  The theme for 2014 was 15 

Minutes of Fun.  

Our Mayor Chris 

Goertzen brought 

a special greeting, 

and radio host 

Corny Rempel from 

Mix96 provided loads of 

laughs while he read and 

performed silly stories. 

There was a draw for a 

year long subscription to 

The Carillon provided by 

Derksen Printers and 

another draw for a Tum-

bler.  The evening was 

finished off as usual with many children 

receiving a  book and everyone enjoying 

cookies and milk.  We are grateful for 

our corporate sponsors Harvest Honda, 

Safeway and United Library Services. 

Our In-Service Activity at the end of Jan-

uary provided an opportunity for  kids to 

create their own valentine cards, enjoy a 

Valentine snack and also listen to Celes-

ta and Keziah Thiessen read their latest 

book in the Kitty Castle series, Valen-

tines. 

Movie Night presented Mr. Magorium’s 

Emporium and everyone enjoyed free 

popcorn with their movie. 

February 
The hobby series focused on knitting and 

one of our long-term volunteers, Joanna 

Zwaagstra shared her love of knitting 

by teaching basic knitting techniques and 

learners created a head band, a cowl scarf 

and a no-knit scarf simply by tying yarn in 

knots.  

 

 

 

This month’s In-Service activity was all 

about Random Acts of Kindness. The cost 

of attendance was a food item, or a toy or 

a book that would be donated to a local 

organization.  They shared Random Acts 

of Kindness Stories to be inspired. They 

each created their own R.A.K. wreath, 

and make thank-you cards they could 

give to others as encouragement.  Then 

they discovered activities that they could 

use on their own to continue doing Ran-

dom Acts of Kindness year-round.  

Movie Night showed Nim’s Island  along 

with the traditional free bag of popcorn, 

which always makes movies more fun. 

Dessert Night present-

ed Keith Braun, a local 

Steinbach author, who 

presented his first nov-

el Napoleon’s Gold. 

His swashbuckling, 

seafaring adventure, is 

historical fiction. Braun 

thoroughly researched 

Napoleon’s era and the 

events of that time. Then he added his 

imagination to create a story that could 

easily have been reality.     

 

http://thebookofcreation.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/evan.jpg


Manitobans are always 

pleased to welcome 

March since it means 

Spring is on the way! We 

celebrated an early 

Easter with a card mak-

ing class taught by 

Stephanie from 

Stampin’ Up Scrapbook Company.  She 

had three beautiful designs to share. 

Our In-Service Activity Day had fun with 

“ ”. Kids had lep-

rechaun fun, stories and snacks, crafts 

and games. 

Our Hobby Series for March focused on 

quilting and several local quilters lent us 

hand-made quilts that we displayed 

throughout the Library. Many people en-

joyed walking around our building to ad-

mire the beautiful handwork. Bertha Pen-

ner and Diane Penner, from our local 

Quilting Guild gave a class for beginner 

quilters. The completed project was 3 

different quilt blocks made into a decora-

tive wall hanging. 

Guest author Dan Sylvestre paid us a visit.  

He was inspired by a niece 

and her love of food to 

write the children’s book 

“The Great Grocery Geta-

way” about a group of con-

diments who realize their 

horrible fate and decide 

they must escape. 

Spring Break for school children allowed 

us to entertain children with extra activi-

ties. On Wednesday we watched the 

movie “Charlie and the Chocolate Facto-

ry” both morning and afternoon with free 

popcorn and also held bubblegum blow-

ing contests, and a chocolate fountain. 

Thursday was a day for Senior High stu-

dents.  All our TinTin books were out on 

display for perusal, we had TinTin DVDs 

playing and also had a TinTin triva quiz 

with a prize and an opportunity to create 

a 3D cube character. 

Movie Night is becoming a fun family 

evening and we played “Hugo”. 

To finish off the month there was a day to 

enjoy all things “Springy” with a morning 

and afternoon session filled with crafts, 

stories, fun and games. 
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March 

April 
April seemed to cater to everyone’s 

sweet tooth, with sweet treats popping up 

in four different ways. 

Vernon Penner, a former resident of 

Altona and now living in 

Winnipeg, visited us with 

his book of inter-

generation poetry, “That 

Door”. His poetry reflects a 

child’s joy in every day life, 

lessons learned from a 

friend’s death, and even a poem called 

“When a Tease is a Tease” that speaks 

to the issue of bullying. He brought along 

his children’s books: “I’m Not Going to 

Move”, also the low german version “Ekj 

Trakj Nijch Wajch” and “Michael’s Im-

portant Lesson” about friendship. 

Card & Cake creations for Mothers & Fa-

thers Day were made during our In-Service 

Activity and there were, of course, cup-

cakes for all to enjoy as they listened to 

stories. 

Cake decorating was the featured craft for 

adults as SAC’s culinary artist and instruc-

tor, Cassandra Milcharek, shared her 

knowledge and provided a chance for 

some hands on practice. 

Dessert Night featured 

Marianne Curtis with “ A 

Discreet Betrayal”.  Her 

first book “Finding Gloria” 

became a very popular 

book and many patrons 

met her during her first 

reading at Jake Epp Library. This time 

Marianne presented a fictional story about 

how far one might go to discover the truth. 



6 

Our monthly movie was Rio and everyone 

enjoyed the story and the great music. 

The month ended on a very sweet note with 

our Books 2 Bake contest.  The challenge 

was to design, bake and decorate a cake that 

was  based on a book and bring it to the li-

brary for judging.  There were 3 divisions: 

Youth, Adult amateur, Adult professional. 

There were some very unique offerings and it 

was really fun to see what had been dreamed 

up. 

The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe 

Winner # 2 - Lori Hiebert 
TinTin 

Winner # 3 - Youth 

Green Eggs and Ham 

Winner # 1 - Amanda Peters 

May 

May 3-10 was the annual TD Canadian 

Children’s Book Week. Thanks to the 

Canada Council for the Arts the library 

received a grant to bring well known Ca-

nadian children’s author Kathy Kacer for 

a special day.  Kathy 

is from Toronto and 

has written  several 

books for children 

and youth, both fic-

tion and non-fiction.  

It was a full day in-

cluding a morning 

session with several 

classes of students from grades 4 to 6, 

an afternoon session with students from 

grades 7 to 8, and then an evening ses-

sion for the general public.  With parents 

who were both Holocaust survivors, Ka-

cer has written both fiction and non-fiction 

books about the Holocaust. The students 

were fully engaged by Ms. Kacer and it 

was an excellent day for all who attend-

ed.  

As another part of our celebration of Chil-

dren’s Book Week, Jake Epp Library par-

ticipated in an attempt to set a new Guin-

ness World Record 

for the largest online 

book discussion in 

24 hours. St. Catheri-

nes company Laun-

dry Books started the 

world record attempt 

and encouraged 

schools and libraries to join by reading the 

book “I Can Believe in Myself”.  On May 

7th, our Head Librarian, Assistant Librari-

an, and Program Coordinator each visited 

one of our local elementary schools - 

Woodlawn, Elmdale and Southwood.  The 

story was read aloud in assemblies, or 

class by class in the school library.  Each 

participating group or school reported their 

numbers record was achieved with 33,695 

participants in 24 hours. 

Margaret Klassen was 

our guest author for 

Dessert Night.  “Journal 

One” was the author’s 

personal journal shared 

“as is”.  “My hope in 

sharing this is to encour-

age others...to risk shar-

ing their gifts and abilities…” stated Klas-

sen. 

The animated movie Epic was shown for 

our May movie night. 

A spring themed In-Service Activity day 

taught kids about planting and growing 

things and encouraging them to enjoy 

watching their plants grow.  They also 

enjoyed stories, a craft, a snack and took 

home some seedlings to plant in their own 

gardens. 

The craft activity for May was a unique 

yard décor item 

made from clay 

pots. Each par-

ticipant used 

their own imagi-

nation to creat-

ing their individ-

ual Clay Pot 

Person to place 

in their flower 

beds, or on 

their front steps.   

June 

June is always the month when we are in 

full scale preparation mode for our Sum-

mer Reading Club so other events are put 

on hold until Fall. 

We were very pleased, however, to have 

our Hobby Series include model air-

planes. Greg Penner and Ed Voth, mem-

bers of the local model airplane club Dia-

mond Aces brought some of their 

amazing models to display in the library 

and spent a Saturday morning displaying 

more of their models and sharing their 

expertise with whoever was interested.  

Model airplanes range from small kits for 

youngsters all the way to quite large 

models with engines and remote flying 

abilities.  Our two presenters are both 

long-term members of the club and the 

hobby and their enthusiasm was greatly 

enjoyed.  They had videos of model 

planes in action, and planned to do an 

outdoor demonstration, weather permit-

ting. They also held a question and an-

swer session and shared their 

knowledge. 
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Summer Reading Club 2014 - July & August 

Once again the Library staff took a very 

large collective breath and dived into sum-

mer activities and the expectation of in-

creased circulation during the summer 

months.   

Our Summer Reading Club has traditional-

ly been a huge event for us and one of the 

favourite things we do each year. The 

theme was Eureka! and it was all about 

using books to spark the imagination in 

various ways. We used the 7 weeks to 

highlight several ways to engage imagina-

tion. An optional part of the reading pro-

gram were craft classes. Crafts highlighted 

the weekly theme and in order to involve 

as many children as possible, sessions for 

K to grade 4 were held each weekday 

morning and gr 5-8 classes were after-

noons Monday to Wednesday. 

Week 1 : Discover Art - bag monsters and 

foam mosaic masks. 

Week 2 - Explore Near & Far - Animal 

journals 

Week 3 - Travel in Style - glass bead/map 

necklaces 

Week 4 - Make New Friends - seed pic-

tures, bark rubbings, friendship bracelets 

Week 5 - Get Outside - seed pictures, bark 

rubbings, yarn & stick weaving 

Week 6 - Survive - Chinese lantern, glass 

vase lantern 

Week 7 - Taste the World - rice krispie 

sushi 

 

There were also some enrichment ses-

sions planned for evenings when parents 

could come with their children to spend 

time together.  These evenings allowed 

families to create a hardcover handbag, a 

simple solar hotdog cooker, a book vault, 

spend an evening playing Geographic 

games, learn to make Braids of the world, 

and watch a sushi demonstration.  

For the summer months, we offered a 

weekly Wednesday evening movie.  These 

were chosen so children would enjoy them 

and it could also be a family evening.  A 

bag of popcorn was always included.  We 

played the following movies: 

 The Wizard of Oz 

 Turbo 

 Ella Enchanted 

 Alvin Shipwrecked 

 Dolphin Tale 

 Yogi Bear 

 Ice Age: Continental Drift 

 Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules 

 Marmaduke 

Reading was done at home and for each 

30 minutes read a ticket was rewarded 

and could be spent at the “Store”  There 

were small things that could be purchased 

for 1 ticket, or they could save up their 

tickets and buy a larger item.  Every child 

that signed up for the Reading Club and 

participated in reading for all 7 seven 

weeks had their names included in the 

draw for several prizes. The Grand Prize 

was an iPad mini, and there were several 

other prizes to be won of games and toys. 

We had a total of 604 children who signed 

up.  During the 7 weeks of the reading 

program a weekly average of 3,560 chil-

dren’s books were checked out for a total 

of 24,919.  It is very encouraging to the 

library to realize that the children in our 

community spent time reading and using 

their imaginations during the summer 

months. 

The Wind-up Party was held the week 

after the reading was completed and a 

return visit from magician Ryan Price was 

the highlight of the day.  Ryan always 

makes sure that his presentation includes 

the importance of reading.  His show is 

always a hit with children and parents 

alike. Following the magic show and priz-

es everyone was welcome to a hotdog 

lunch cooked by the Lion’s Club - we are 

so very grateful for the time and equip-

ment they provided to make the lunch a 

success. 
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Articles from The Carillon - June 19, 2014 
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September 
Dessert Night present-

ed Beverly Robb, an 

author from Piney, Mb.  

Robb read from her 

new book “Legends of 

Big Creek: Book 2”.  

This is a story of the 

Plains Indians from 

long ago and a mas-

sacre that began ha-

tred and bigotry that 

lasted over 100 years.  

Due to a grant from 

the Chrysallis Fund 

we were pleased to 

hold a Jewelry-

making class for 

youth.  Local jewelry maker Gina Reimer 

shared her skills with youth from 12 - 18 

years.  The grant provided funds for all 

supplies needed and   Steinbach Arts 

Council assisted us by lending us some 

tools for the evening class.  

Movie Nights reverted 

to the fourth Friday of 

each month.  We pre-

pared popcorn to hand 

out and showed the 

movie “How to Eat 

Fried Worms”  

October 

Geocaching was a theme for month of 

October.  This family friendly activity can 

provide lots of fun for all ages. The Manito-

ba Geocaching Association provided 

geocaching kits for the month of October.  

Families could borrow the kits and use 

them to experience the activity first hand.  

Josh Bernier, 

member of the 

association, visited 

the library for an 

evening to talk 

about geocaching 

and to teach the 

basics as well as how to use the kits. Geo-

caching is a real-world, outdoor treasure 

hunting game using GPS enabled devices. 

 

 



Tom Pearson was our special guest for 

Dessert Night and he 

brought his book 

“Please Don’t Forget 

Me”. The book is Pear-

son’s memoir of being 

caregiver for his late 

wife. He shares the diffi-

cult realities of life when 

the person you love has 

Alzheimer’s, and the hard choices that 

must be made. 

October’s Movie Night was the classic 

story by E.B. White, Charlotte’s Web. 

With an In-Service day close to the end of 

October, it was natural to have a Hallow-

een theme.  Kids aged 6-10 came 

dressed up and participated in games, 

crafts and snacks. 

November 
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NANOWRIMO was the month 

long event that kicked off a 

very busy month at the library.  

National Novel Writing 

Month has adopted the 

month of November to chal-

lenge all authors and would-

be authors to write 50,000 words in a 

month.  The Library provides some inspira-

tion, help and quiet writing times to encour-

age our local writers to accept the chal-

lenge and enjoy themselves while they 

work at it. 

The grand kick-off was actual-

ly on October 28th to get the 

ball rolling and have everyone 

ready for the first of Novem-

ber.  The evening event fea-

tured local author Violet 

Moore who has published 

two previous books. The book Moore was 

launching had been written during NaN-

oWriMo 2013. The kick-off was for those 

who registered to take part and they would 

have the opportunity to talk to published 

authors, and visit with other people who 

were ready to start writing and receive a 

goody bag and refreshments.  

Marianne Curtis launched her new book 

Rae of Hope.  Curtis is a Manitoban news-

paper reporter and also 

does freelance writing. 

Rae of Hope is a collection 

of stories written by real 

people who have suffered 

from bullying.  Those shar-

ing their stories did so in 

the hope that they will in-

spire others to fight. 

Our third author reading was by mother-

daughter team Celesta & Keziah Thiessen 

who have written a well-received series of 

books called Kitty Castle.  

The kittens who live in Kitty 

Castle have wonderful ad-

ventures and their newest 

one is a Christmas story.  

The books are written for 

beginning readers in grades 

one to four. 

The second event that was funded by our  

grant from the Chrysalis Fund was a Star 

Gazing evening.  With the grant the Library 

purchased a good telescope.  We are 

grateful to Christopher Desrochers who 

donated his time and expertise in setting 

up and programming the telescope and 

also providing an informative session 

about what stars would be viewable in our 

night sky. Our participants drove to Penner 

Pumpkins & the Scarecrow Forest who 

allowed us to use their out of town proper-

ty.  It was important to be outside the city 

lights for good viewing.  Everyone dressed 

warmly and brought a flashlight. Partici-

pants also appreciated the hot chocolate 

that Tim Horton’s donated to the evening. 

With Christmas in the near future the In-

Service activity was all about Christmas 

Crafts. Kids made a snow globe, enjoyed a 

Christmas snack and watched the movie 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas. 

Movie Night was also Christmas themed 

and everyone enjoyed the movie Elf! 

The end of NaNoWriMo was celebrated on 

December 1st with a relaxing evening as 

all participants enjoyed a pizza party and 

shared a little taste of their writings with 

each other.  

December 

The Chrysalis Fund grant 

for Jewelry making al-

lowed us to offer a sec-

ond class.  Those who 

attended made a pair of 

Christmas Tree earrings 

either for themselves or 

for a gift. 

A day of fun was planned 

for kids during their Christ-

mas break.  Calling all 

Pirates! Was the theme 

and kids were invited to 

come to the library for a 

day of pillaging fun.  They 

made pirate necessities 

such as a spyglass and a com-

pass , had fun with barbaric activi-

ties and dug up a treasure of  

snacks. 
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Preschool Programs 

Jake Epp Library offers three preschool 

programs.  Each program has three ses-

sions.  The  Fall session is 10 weeks from 

September to December. The Winter ses-

sion is 10 weeks from January to March.  A 

shorter 5 week Spring session is from April 

to May. No fees are charged but class siz-

es are limited to fit the space. 

Baby & Me is for a parent and child aged 

0-12 months.  This class provides songs 

and rhymes and discussions about parent-

ing and tips for literacy at home. 

Toddler & Me is for parent and child 

aged 1 to 3 years.  This class provides 

songs, rhymes, fingerplays, simple crafts, a 

snack and literacy tips. 

Story Hour is for 

children aged 3-5 

years. Children enjoy stories, rhymes, fin-

gerplays, crafts and snacks. Parents are 

required to stay in the library during the 

class. Some parental assistance is needed 

during craft and snack time. 

Publications 

What’s New...On the Shelf is a popular 

pamphlet that lists the newly published titles 

we added to our various collections the pre-

ceding month. Avid readers can keep up with 

the latest releases from their favourite au-

thors and peruse the lists for interesting 

books to read.  The pamphlet is available at 

the library and also on our webpage. 

Our website - www.jakeepplibrary.com - is where 

you will find almost all information about the li-

brary. 

We encourage our patrons to use all the features 

on our website, from searching our catalogue, to 

access their account from home.  Upcoming 

Events will let everyone know what will be hap-

pening in the weeks ahead and provide infor-

mation about each event.   

Each of the pamphlets that are available in the 

library such as our Welcome brochure, our ILL 

policies and the ILL loan form and others can also 

be found and printed at home. 

We are grateful to Caden Peters, our website 

designer, who continues to assist us with changes 

when needed. 
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Partnerships 

We have part-
nered with South 
Eastman English 
and Literacy Ser-
vices for many 
years.  They pro-

vide an important service in our commu-
nity and we value our ongoing relation-
ship. Adult Literacy is provided both in 
assisting adults in increasing literacy 
skills or helping immigrants learn English 
so they can function in their new home-
land. Because our goals are so similar we 
support them in their endeavours. Adult 
Literacy are held in our classromm and 
English as an Addition Language classes 
are held at Grace Church.  We are 
pleased that we can supply resources for 
both sides of the learners. 

"Friends" is an independent group which 

contributes to the direction of our library 
by supporting programs and volunteering 
resources. They welcome all input from 
interested parties and share a belief that 
maintaining and supporting good library 
services is important to everyone. If you 
are interested in joining, please call the 
library for more information. 

Mission Statement – 1997 

 Encourage readership and community 
interest in the library. 

 Develop events and programs with the 
approval of the board which appeal to 
the membership and support the li-
brary goals. 

 Literacy programs 

 Book festivals 

 Author visits 

 Writing competitions 

 Other 

 Assist the library staff by volunteering 
input and help as needed 

 Raise money for special projects 

Jake Epp Library is extremely grateful for 
everything Friends of the Library does for 
us.  They  are such a support and en-
couragement and we cannot express how 
much we appreciate them. 

 

Toastmasters is an International organi-
zation that is dedicated to helping people 
learn better listening, thinking and speak-
ing skills, which will build confidence and 
assist in any communication.   

The Carillon Toastmasters Club has been 
meeting in our Multi-Purpose Room for 
many years.  Their goals strongly line up 

with library goals so we believe this is 
also a partnership that benefits both par-
ties, and also the community in general. 

“Manitoba E-Association is 
a not-for-profit organization 
which was formed in May 
2004.  The goal and objec-
tive of this organization is to 

facilitate the adoption and utilization of 
innovative e-solutions by collaborating 
with organizations and/or communities to 
build  e-capacity.” 

Jake Epp Library has been fortunate to 
receive grants for several years that has 
enabled us to hire Youth Interns through 
funding from Industry Canada. While we 
are not actually partners with Manitoba E-
Association and Industry Canada, we 
have accomplished so much over the 
years with their assistance that we want-
ed to make special mention of this pro-
gram. 

For 2014 we were very fortunate to hire 
Cameron, who assisted quite a few people 
with Internet problems and questions. He 
also assisted patrons to set up their ac-
count with eLibraries Manitoba and learn 
how to download ebooks to their digital 
devices. He also updated all our public 
access computer stations with browser 
and software updates.  Once again we are 
grateful to Industry Canada for their ongo-
ing funding. 

Jake Epp Library could not provide the 

services and programs to our community 

without the generous donations from many 

sources. 

“Thank you” to the many local corporate 

sponsors that assist us year after year with 

funding, and donations in kind.  We are 

thankful for each business that was in-

volved.   

We have had many volunteers who have 

regularly come and provided their time to 

help us put books back on our shelves, 

keep the books tidy and in their proper 

places, and helped us with programs.  

“Thank you” for your time and enthusiasm. 

“Thank you” to the City of Steinbach, the 

Province of Manitoba and the RM of Hano-

ver.  The library would not exist without the 

grants we receive every year. 

To all of our Patrons who come and check 

out books, bring their children to our pro-

grams and attend our events - we say 

“Thank you”.  Your words of encourage-

ment and your regular visits make us hap-

py.  

For publicity we are grateful to The Caril-

lon, Steinbach Online, Mix 96, AM 1250, 

and the Dawson Dispatch.  We appreciate 

the time and the space you have given us 

to promote our programs and services to 

the public. 

We are fortunate that we are part of such a 

giving and sharing community. 

THANK - YOU !! 
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  2014 2013 

Print Materials    

Adult Fiction 58,382  62,674 

Adult Non-fiction 17,256 19,315  

Magazines (Adult & Children) 11,458 10,770 

Literacy Materials 70 245 

Young Adult Fiction 14,688 14,829 

Young Adult Non-fiction 1,239 1,257 

Juvenile Fiction 52,970 37,419 

Juvenile Non-fiction 8,722 9,025 

Early Years 38,753 51,430 

Miscellaneous 0 122 

German 432 460 

Large Print 3,744 3,693 

 Sub-Total 207,714 211,239 

   

Non-Print Materials   

Audio Books 7,884 8,825 

Digital Viewing Devices 4,000 4,044 

Railia (Story Sacks) 87 116 

eLibraries Manitoba - Digital books 11,187 5,589 

Sub-Total 23,158 18,754 

Total Circulation 230,332 229,813 

   

Inter-Library Loans    

Borrowed Books 649 638 

Books Lent 913 865 

Sub-Total 1,562 1503 

   

Cardholders   

Steinbach Adult 9,505 9,502 

Steinbach Juvenile 1,330 1,320 

RM of Hanover 2,461 2,386 

Non-Resident 2,371 1,904 

Total 15,667 15,112 



  2014 2013 

Print Materials   

Adult Fiction 26,438 27,680 

Adult Non-fiction 15,093 16,253 

Magazines subscriptions 145 152 

Literacy Materials 176 339 

Young Adult Fiction 4,511 5,727 

Young Adult Non-fiction 1,391 1,751 

Juvenile Fiction 11,157 10,819 

Juvenile Non-fiction 3,357 3,9993 

Early Years 7,578 9,811 

German 512 640 

Large Print 1,591 1,466 

Reference (non-circulating) 570 476 

  72,519 79,107 

   

Non-Print Materials   

Audio Books 2,402 2,210 

Digital Viewing Devices 1,209 1,139 

Railia (Story Sacks) 44 33 

Miscellaneous 85 1,240 

  3,740 4,622 

   

Total Holdings 76,259 83,729 

Library Holdings 

Title Author Checkouts 

King and Maxwell David Baldacci 28 

The Sisterhood Helen Bryan 27 

River Road Jayne Ann Krentz 27 

Robert Ludlum’s The Bourne 
Retribution 

Eric Lustbader 27 

Dear Mr. Knightley Katherine Reay 27 

Necessary Lies Diane Chamberlain 25 

Fear Nothing Lisa Gardner 25 

All My Puny Sorrows Miriam Toews 25 

The Bootlegger Clive Cussler 24 

First Love James Patterson 24 

Dark Witch Nora Roberts 24 

Never Go Back Lee Child 23 

The Gods of Guilt Michael Connelly 23 

The Chase Janet Evanovich 23 

Takedown Twenty Janet Evanovich 22 

Top 15 circulating titles from 

Adult Fiction in 2014 
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 INCOME   

 Grants   

City of Steinbach 316,711.00 

Rural Municipality of Hanover 3,400.00 

Provincial Government  
- Operating Grant 

120,454.00 

Provincial Government  
- Technological  Sustainability Grant 

3,492.00 

Federal Government: Canada Summer Jobs 5,779.00 

 Other Income   

Friends of the Library 4,098.00 

South Eastman English & Literacy Services Inc. 4,000.00 

Healthy Child Coalition - South East 3,608.00 

 Library Generated Revenue   

Book Sales 378.00 

Copier & Printer Fees 5,256.00 

DVD Rental 4,880.00 

Fines 18,208.00 

Interest 1,620.00 

Internet Fees 7,694.00 

Lost & Damaged Fees 1,753.00 

Non-Resident Membership Fees 42,480.00 

Program Fees 792.00 

Room Rentals 2,800.00 

    Miscellaneous Income 1,004.00 

    Donations 1,425.00 

  549,832.00 

 EXPENSES   

 Wages & Benefits 293,493.00 

 Travel & Conferences 3,432.00 

 Building   

Janitorial 19,005.00 

Repairs & Maintenance 140,000.00 

Rent 2,575.00 

 Other Costs   

Advertising & Promotion 821.00 

Bank Charges & Interest 1,142.00 

Minor Equipment 366.00 

Miscellaneous 5,459.00 

Office Supplies 8,801.00 

Postage 1,014.00 

Programs 14,063.00 

Telephone 4,718.00 

 Amortization 37,491.00 

 Materials   

Audio & Visual formats 9,219.00 

Books 36,815.00 

Internet Fees 567.00 

Library Supplies 2,774.00 

Magazines & Periodicals 2,721.00 

 Technology   

Computer & Photocopier  
Maintenance 

15,012.00 

Software & Supplies 341.00 

  599,829.00 

    

 NET REVENUE -49,997.00 

2014 A uditor Financial statement 


